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youthful efforts, Dr. Newman wrote: *1 was very fond of .Bevoridge's "Private Thoughts'' at. this time, and tho above quasi sermons arc, I think, iu his stylo/ .It is, perhaps, a greater proof of a youth of sixteen or seventeen being very gravely in earnest that lie was 'very fond' of .Bevoridge's MMvato Thoughts ' than that he could write sermons on his own account.
.'During his solitary first term at Trinity ho was still meditating on mysteries. .Ho hoars a sermon (Juno !29, '1817) preached at St. Mary's* by tho .Rev. AY, (Jrowe. Tho lino of the. sermon led him to tho question of predestination and eilieaeious grace, and to argue it out at full length.
From this date it may almost bo said that tho subjects which then filled his thoughts wore tho subjects that occupied his life. Theology proper at once filled his mind and never relaxed its hold ; and also thoso cognate subjects, searching tho heart and appealing to tho conscience, which have been treated by him with such tolling effect on his generation, ares seen to be there in embryo. Thus In a MS. book of this dato is this sentence:
The reality o£ conversion, as cutting at tho root of douht, providing a chain between Uod and tho Soul, that is with every link complete ; I know I am right. .How do you know it 'I I know 1 know.1
There art*, many boyish anticipations or buddings o£ hin after thoughts noted down at about this dato. On reading thoso in later life, Dr. .Newman i.s severe on his early style, ;
Tho unpleasant sty hi iu which it is written arises from my habit, fiom a boy, to COIHJHW. I seldom wrote without an eyo to stylo, and since my taste was bad my stylo wan bad. I wrote in stylo as another might writo in verso, or sing instead of speaking, or dance instead of walking. Also my evangelical tone contributed to its bad taste.
May it not bo said that w> young a mind wan weighted with thought beyond its power of easy expression ? Deeply
1 Sue (Grammar tt/AnwHt, n. III7*nnot comprehend. JJ. These shall go In to everlasting punishment. 4. Man is like to vanity, his days are as a, tahadow, 5. Let no one despise thy youth. G. Let not sin therefore reig-ja In mortal bodies. 7. Thou when tliou fastest.Huhool IliiMjw in tin* r-f\l«* <»F Aildisiiu.* Af£iin: ouu of tlm jutpcra in The /tt'hMrr I SUM u savin*;; of AtUlisntiV* on tht* luvc nf fame.
